
Creating A Unified Mobile and Web 
Experience During a Major Rebrand

Athene focuses on managing retirement savings solutions for both 
individuals and institutions in an ever-changing world. Their management 
team leverages over 165 combined years of expertise in long-term 
management of retirement benefits. As the number of opportunities in the 
retirement marketplace continued to evolve, and the number of individuals 
nearing retirement also grew, Athene recognized their digital landscape 
needed a change. 

C a s e  S t u d y
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Asponte’s Custom Portlets Provide a Modern Interface and 
Set Athene Holdings Up for Future Upgrade Success

https://www.athene.com/


When Asponte was contacted for the initial project, what was described 
seemed like a straightforward migration from IBM WebSphere Portal 6.1 to 
IBM WebSphere Portal 8.0. Like many projects, the real challenges 
presented themselves once work had begun.

During the project, Athene rebranded and asked Asponte to integrate their 
new branding into the new, mobile-friendly theme. Finally, Athene wanted to 
switch from using the deprecated remote rendering portlet to a local 
rendering portlet.

B u s i n e s s  C h a l l e n g e s

© 2022 Asponte Technology

The scope of this project included 5 virtual portals that needed to be 
preserved and separation of content to then branch out into an 8.0 portal 
with managed pages enabled. This was done using a sandbox as the target 
to migrate to, then creating a PAA with components for the 5 VPPs and 1 for 
the base. Also using syndication, we moved their content from the sandbox 
environment to the new environments.

This approach allowed Asponte to deliver to Athene a repeatable procedure 
for updating existing environments and allowed us to beat projected 
timelines.

During the project, the rebranding work was launched, and their updated 
theme was deployed after the environments were built. Some additional 
work was done on the source system to switch from remote rendering to 
local rendering portlets before starting the migration. This was done via an 
xmlaccess script that allowed us to revert to any previous point in case of 
error.

O u r  A p p r o a c h



After Asponte’s engagement, Athene can take advantage of the new features 
of IBM WebSphere Portal 8.0, and continued product support as 6.1 was 
nearing the end of its life cycle. 

Their end users can also now access their data anywhere, without a traditional 
desktop or laptop PC, thanks to the added mobile-enabled experience. 

Lastly, Athene’s customers and employees will see a cohesive, consistent look 
across all media types as their rebranding was integrated into each 
component.

R e s u l t s
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Asponte Technology connects applications, data, content, and people.
Primarily supporting Enterprise clients with advanced development 
services ranging from websites, user portals, API integrations and web 
apps to systems architecture consulting, cloud hosting & management, 
to full design services and more.

Asponte is highly skilled in managing modern digital transformations 
and IT services. Since 2008, we have developed websites and solutions 
that allow companies to deliver amazing Digital Experiences to their 
clients and employees. Digital Experiences are the core competencies 
of Asponte Technology. Our team members have worked as Solution 
Architects at some of the top companies in the world.

Asponte offers custom development and infrastructure services, 
software sales, cloud migrations plus hosting options. We focus on the 
business strategy to deliver technical expertise along with value-added 
digital solutions that improve user satisfaction and achieve business 
goals. We provide reliability, proven technology and security through 
managed infrastructure, platform and software responses for clients 
seeking enterprise grade solutions along with Management Consulting 
Services.

Our experience working with Fortune 1000 companies has made us a 
top choice for technology services, architecture and development to 
help companies solve complex problems, speed time to market, and 
improve engagement with a lower total cost of ownership.

Asponte Technology
11523 Palm Brush Trail, suite 137

Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202

888-926-9434
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